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PETER SCHOENHOFEN BREWERY

HAER No. IL-12

Location: 18th Street and Canalport
Chicago, Illinois

Present Owmer: City of Chicago

Present Occupants: General Packaging Company, 1200 South Canal;
Fawvn Vending, 1719 South Clinton
(12 structures are vacant)

Present Use: General Packaging Co. ~ printing and converting of
protective coatings.

" Fawn Vending — warehousing, repair and distribution
of vending machines

Significance: . The Schoenhofen Brewery has historic significance as
‘ the only major pre—Prohibition brewery in Chicago to

have its structure survive intact te the present.
Because of the size and prestige of the company
(brewer of Edelweiss beer), the large complex is a
fine representative of brewery architecture at the
turn of the century. The brewery powerhouse is also
individually significant as an example of second
generation "Chicago School"” architecture designed by
local architects Richard E. Schmidt and Hugh Garden.
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The Schoenhofen Brewery is a fifteen building complex covering
about seven acres, two miles south of Chicago's downtown.
The first buildings were erected in 1862, when Peter
Schoenhofen moved his business eight blocks south and west,
from Jefferscon and 12th Streets, to Canalport and 18th. None
of these first buildings remain. The oldest building in the
complex was probably built about 1867, five years after the
founding of the brewery on the 18th and Canalport site. In
the process of growth from 600 barrel capacity in 1860 to
1,200,000 barrel capacity in 1910, older buildings weré
remodeled or demolished and replaced by larger structures.
Had this process continued to the present the brewery's
historical and architecturally significant buildings would
most likely have been erased for newer, larger, and more
technologically sophisticated structures. That a turn-of-the-
centufy brewery has had its rhysical structure (but not its
operation) survive essentially intact for eighty or more
years is due to mény factors,‘thch contributed both to its

success, and its failure, as a brewery.

The success of the Schoenhofen Brewery was due, according to
the brewery, to the outstanding guality of its premier
product, Edelweiss beer. Be that as it may, the brewery was
very successful, and its expansioﬁ created an infrastructure
reflecting its success: large, impressive, enduring buildings
of brick and stone. However, large and massive as the
buildings were, changes in technology and expansion of the

brewery might have resulted in their demolition, if two
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other major factors had not intervened: World War I, and
Prohibition. BAs a consequence, the brewery's technology and

architure were frozen in time.

Chicago's first brewery, Schulz ahd Haas', was opened in 1833.
William Lill and William Haas later borrowed money from
Chicago's mayor, William B. Ogden, to start another brewery.
In 1839, they opened at Pine Street, now Michigan Avenue,

and Chicago Avenue, producing nine barrels a week. A third
brewery, Carney's, opened in 1840 on South Water Street, when
the population of Chicago was 4,470. A census in 1843 tallied

. . ‘. .
816 Germans and Norwegians in the city, with the Germans for

outnumbering the Norwegian: by 1850 seventeen per cent of the

population was German. In 1860, when the population had grown
to 110,000, fourteen breweries were operating in the city,
making beer from barley and hops brought to Chicago from as

far away as California and New York.

By 1890, thirty-four breweries were in operation and over ten
million dollars worth of beer was prdduced annually, making
Chicago the nation's sixth largest producer. Consumption,
however, outstripped production and placed the city in second
position: 2,800,000 barrels drunk in a year exceeded only by.

New York's 5,000,000 barrels'.
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When described in 1882, the Schoenhofen brewery employed

50 men, plus three book-keepers, six drivers, and used

six delivery wagons and 28 horses. Its "two very large
ice~houses" held 14,000 tons of ice, and its cellars

lagered 25,000 barrels. Annual sales were 60,000 barrels.

In 1893, the years of Peter Schoenhofen's death, annual
production was 180,000 barrels, 1903 production was 250,000
barrels, and about 1510, production reached 1,200,000 barrels

a year.

~ The large influx of Germans to the city after 1848 provided
brewéry laborers, brewmasters, and the market for an
expanding business. Peter Schoenhofen was among these German
immigrants. Born in Derbach in Rhine-Prussia on February 2,
1827, by the age of 24 he had ;ompleted a common-school
education, an apprenticeship in a distillery, and his
military service. In 1852 he came to Chicago and began
working in breweries, as a laborer in the Mueller brothers
brewery in Lyons, Illinois, and in Best's brewery in Chicage,
before becoming driver ¢f a beer-wagoen for Conrad Seigp.

He formed a partnership in 1860 with Mathaus GottiIried, and
founded what would become the Peter Schoenhofen Brewery

Company.
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" "Eine Kleine Brauerei" in 1860, the production of the Gottfried
and Schoenhofen Brewery in 1862 was 600 barrels of beer. By
this time the brewery had already moved from l12th and
Jefferson to 18th Street and Canalport Avenue in order to
expand; .In 1866 Gottried retired, and in 1867 his interest

in the brewery was bought by Peter Schoenhofen, who eventually
reorganized it as a joint-stock company (1880) with Peter
Schoenhofen the present, Joseph Theurer Viee-president, andg

Carl Buehl secretary and treasurer.

Brewing in Chicago was long established as a German business,
and for thé Schoenhofens it developed as a family business

as well: family connections, and connection with the German
family, played a role in the brewery for many years.
Schoenhofen was married in 1860, to Elise Kneppe, another
German native. Although both of Peter's sons died (one of an
accident in 1886, one of natural causes in 1892), twe of his
five daughters married brewers: Emma, the eldest, mafried
Joseph Theurer in 1880, and another married Carl Buehl. |
After Peter Schoenhofen's death in Chicago in 1893, the
brewery was inherited by family members, Elise Schoenhofen,
his widow, held a substantial interest until 1903, along with
other relatives. Mrs. Schoenhofen returned to Baden-Baden,
living there until her death in lQO?,Ibut family members were
officers of £he company until the sale of the brewing company}

in the 1920's brewery affairs were being handled by Peter S.
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Theurer, whose name and initial suggest he was Peter

Schoenhofen Theurer, and Joseph Theurer's oldest son.

Al though the Peter Schoenhofen Brewing Company was part of
the family for more than seventy years, its peak was

probably about 1910. While Illinois was still "wet" until
national Prohibition, by 1912 there were nine "dry" states,
fourteen in 1914, and twenty-three in 1916. The Anti-Saloon
league was an active and forceful opponent of aleohol, and
while the saloon was their principal target, breweries were
directly and indirectly affected. Attempting to counter

act Anti-Saloon League propaganda, advertising in "Western and
Daheim," a German-language, Chicégo newspaper, has a faihﬁly '
hystérical tone to it in issues arouhd the time of the Second
International Brewers' Congress in 18911, declaring "The

Truth about Beer is proved . . . . " and characterizing
various beer and malt products. as "The Family Beer,"” "The
Source  of Energy" and "Malt-Marrow”: A Perfect Score in

Health“.

World War I also had negative impacts on brewing. The Food
Control Bill of 1%17 reduced the amount of food materials
allowed for the manufacture of beer by 30%, and in September
1918 with labor shortages followed by a poor harvest,
breweries were closed by Presidential order. Anti-German
sentiment generated by the war certainly affected German
businesses as well, although the precise impact is ha:d to

determine. Local stories still recount that two of the
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Schoenhofen daughters married Prussian army officers, and
that the brewerv was seized by Federal agents in 1919 after
the discovery of anti-American activities by the Schoenhofen
family, which included broadcasting radio messages to German
agents from the tower supporting the Edelweiss bottle which
marked and advertised the brewery. (Other sources indicate
that the brewery continued in operaticon until closed by
national Prohibition: U.S; District Court files have no
record of criminal or civil preceedings against the company,

the Schoenhofens, or officers of the company in 1919 or 1920).

Land acquisition for the brewery had stopped by 1910, and

the last building.of the complex was erected soon after.

While the brewery ceased operating on this site with Prohibition,
the company survived for a while. Part of the operation was
rearganized in 1924 to use the buildings as the Schoenhofen
Terminals (for gréin warehOusi;g and shipping), until sold

the Kellogg Terminal Warehouse Company in 1928. After the

end of Prohibition, the Peter Schoenhcfen Brewing Company

was acquired by the National Brewery Company, and its

brewing operation moved to another site in Chicago; Edelweiss

beer was eventually supplanted by Drewrys.

 After the reorganization of the Schoenhofen Brewing Company,
the brewery buildings went through a mixed series of uses,
owners, and vacancies:; in the process all brewing eguipment

~was removed, so that the buildings now contain only
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decorative elements of the former brewery. The Powerhouse
was used as a warehouse, and £finally as the manufacturing
plant of an adhesives company, with its offices in the
Administration building. The Manhattan Pickle Company
occupied the buildings on the east side of Normal Avenue
among them the engine-house,‘brewhouse, and ice factory

for many vears. The refrigerator buildings became warehouses,
and for a while were used by the Central Cold Storage Company.
The gradual decline of the industries in the brewexy
buildings was associated with physical decay of the neighbor-
hood, and by 1975 most of the buildings were vacant, emptied
by vandalism, high security costs, ever-increasing insurance
premiums, and cbstly repairs and maintenance. The City of
Chicago designated tﬁe brewery and the surrounding area for
industrial renewal in 1977, and began acquiring property

then, intending t5 demolish tﬁé buildings if they could not

be rehabilitated or re-used. Their nomination to the National
Register in 1978 required Saction 106 Review of the City's.
undertaking, resulting in a Memorandum of Agreement allowing
their demolition. 'Because of the age of the majority of
buildings, and the extreme deterioration, rehabilitation

costs are now estimated to be about $36/sg. ft. While the
City is open to adaptive re-use proposals, the demolition of

the brewery 1is imminent.
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.uon_ ADDITIONAL PHOTOGRAPHS SEE:

HAER No. IL-12-2
HAER No. : IL-12-3

17, _u...o«c‘mxmqo: MAP OF LOCATION

Canal St. £

16281702

—4629-11705 [ -a
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a 530 || 2 w2s . o waea
£ 162817001 1720 g : i > 20 e ]
- m View to Northwest View to West
.2 :
161331 1741 e
T §. Clinton St. Ny btimaomt®

EEEEEnFlImE-P llinels

18. LOCATED iN AN HISTORIC DISTRICT? K]ves no XInanE Schoenhofen Brewery Historic District

19. PUBLIC ACCESSIBILITY [X] ¥ES LIMITED () ves. unLiniTED 20. EXISTING VikG Onh [Jrass [Onaga-1 Oraen Ores Clsrate
I w~o [ unknown SURVEYS _Jcounty (Ouocar OJorwer

21 REFERENCES ~HISTORICAL REFERENCES, PERSQNAL CONTACTS AND/QR OTHER

Building Permit: #4021, November 4, 1891.

AFFILIATION A.I.A. DATE June 24, 1983

22, INVENTORIE Y
Charles E. Gregersen
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17. PHOTOS SKEFGH MAP OF LOCATION ) o . .
¢ @-o= ropiTioNAL PHOTOGRAPHS SEE: @
HAER No.; ILL-12-18

HAER No.; IL-12~19

HAER No.; 1L-12-24

Canal 5t.
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1628-1702
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© et Pl fattor) ey wered mtm
s 3
1613- 31 1741 1719 b
e e Ao y .
S. Clinton St. ZQAQ PR 298 View to Southeast
SCMOENHOFEN _BAEWERY BUILDINGS.  __ chicavs. fllasly
18 LOCATED N AN HISTORICDISTHICT?  mves v [vame  Schoenhofen Brewery Historic District
19, PUBLIC ACCESSIBILITY X YES. LIMITED [} YES. UNLIMITED 20, EXISTING Knr CJmHL [(JHass (ML [Haen [nes [CsTate )
[l Ne [Junsnown SURVEYS (Jeounty [rocac [JoTHeR
71 REFERENCES~—HISTORICGAL REFERENGES. PERSONAL CONTACTS. AND/OR OTHER
Building Permit: #S.W. 16485, November 1, 1909.
22, INVENTORIED BY AEFILIATION DATE
Charles E. Cregersen ALTLA. June 24, 1983
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q_H.O“N. ADDITIONAL PHOTOGRAPHS SEE:

HAER No.: IL-12-19

View to Southeast

18. LOCATED iN AN HISTORIC DISTRIST?

Ef.mw DZO gz}im

Schoenhofen Brewery Historic District

19. PUBLIC ACCESSIBILITY FJves LMiTED [ ¥es. unumITED 20 EXISTING LG LT (CJhaas U]HaER-1 U Haen [Cwes Osvare
SURVEYS
no [Junknown [Jcounty [Jrocac ToTHen
21 REFERENCES--HISTORICAL REFERENCES. PEASONAL CONTAGTS. AND/OR OTHER
Anonymous: One Hundred Years of Brewing, 1903.
22 INVENTORIED BY AFFILIATION
Charles E. Gregersen A.1.A. “TE - June 24, 1983
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. FOR ADDITIONAL PHOTOGRAPHS SEE:

HAER MNo.; IL-12-12
HAER No, ;
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IL-12-24
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L View to Southeast
S. Clinton St ZQmM E-
ECHDENHOFEN BREWERY _BUILDINGS chlcapo, :-_H“o.-
0 LOPRTEDINARRISTORICDTRICTT  gves [Ovo [¥ME  Schoenhofen Brewery Historic District
19. PUBLIC ACCESSIBILITY (%] YES. LIMITED [T YES. UNLIMITED 20, EXISTING %M_zm G Dzbmm [xaeR-1 (Jraer [Ones [(JsTaTE
Mo [Junkmown SURVEYS (Joounty [eocaL [TIOTHER
21 REFERENCES--HISTORICAL REFERENCES, PERSONAL CONTACTS, AND/OR OTHER
Anonymous: One Hundred Years of Brewing, 1903.
Building Permit: #2262, August 1, 1887 (for additional work).
22. INVENTORIED BY AFFILIATION DATE
Charles E. Gregersen A.1I.A. June 24, 1983
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, OR ADDITIONAL PHOTOGRAPHS SEE:

HAER No.; IL-12-19
HAER No.; IL-12-21
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. y View to Southeast

S. Clinton St. za@.ﬂ:ﬂsl.l.WJ...us

SCHOENHOFEN BREWERY BVUILDINGS chicepg_iliinois

18, LOCATED IN AN HISTORIC DISTRICT? . . - . -
Xyres Owe  X¥»ME Schoenhofen Brewery Historis District

15, PUBLIG ACCESSIBILITY FXYES. LIMITED [JYES. UNLIMITED 0. EXISTING Ow= OnA _JnaBs [OJraER- [OJHaer [Owes [OsTate
A
o Curknowns SURVEYS [Jecounry [Joca [JoTrer

21. REFERENCES—HISTORICAL REFERENCES. PERSONAL CONTACTS. AND'DR OTHER

Building Permit: #S.W. 16213, December 19, 1904.

22. INVENTORIED BY Charles E. Gregersen AFFILIATION A T A DATE  June 24, 1983
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18. LOCATED IN AN HISTORI ISTRICT? - . . -
ISTORIC DISTRIC A ves Onve  X®name  Schoenhofen Brewery Historic District

1%, PUBLIC ACCESSIBILITY D YES. LIMITED D YES, UNLIMITED
) [ na Junknown

20 EXISTING
SURVEYS

[ jHaes [JHaer-1 [JHaer Ones CJstate

Corwen

21. REFERENCES --HISTORICAL REFERENCES, PERSONAL CONTACTS ANO-OR OTHER

22. INVENTORIED BY AFFILIATION
ALLLA.

Charles E. Gregersen

OATE  June 24, 1983
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17. PHOTOS 10 SKETCH MAP OF LOCATION
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View to Socuthwest

18. LOCATED IN AN HISTORIC DISTRICT?

(Yves ([J%  Kjvme  Schoenhofen Brewery Historic District
19, PUBLICACCESSIBILITY YES LIMITED YES UNLIMITED 20. EX15TInl R NHL Hags A- R
© i a EXISTING AL . a [JHas [ J+aen-1 [Jree [Jues [JsTATE
[Ino ] uMknDwn Ceounty Croca {(JotHen
21. REFERENCES—H!STORICAL REFERENCES. PERSONAL CONTACTS, AND-OR OTHER

Anonymous: One Hundred Years of Brewing, 1903.

E.R. Robinson: Robinson

ts Atlas of the City of Chicago, Illinois, vol. 2, 1886.

The Inland Architecture and News Record, February, 1885.
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18 LOCATYED tN AN HISTCRIC DISTRICT? . . - .
s [@ve fxeve Schoenhofen 8rewery Historic District
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21 REFERENCES—HISTGRIGAL REFEREMCES, PERSONAL CONTACTS, AND/OR OTHER

Anonymous: One Hundred Years of Brewing, 1903.

8uilding Permit: #386, March 13, 1893
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17, 010.»20 SKETCH MAP OF LOCATION

. FOR ADDITIONAL PHOTOGRAPHS SEE: -
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18. LOCATED IN AN HISTORIC DISTRICT? . N N .
(Rres  Ono M€ Schoenhofen Brewery Historic District
19 PUBLICACCESSIBILITY g YES, LIMITED D<mm UNLIMITED 24. mx_m.ﬂ_zﬂ R NR GZIr DIbmm GI}mm._ Dl.a.mm Dzvm Dm._,b._‘m
Owa [JUNKNOWN SURVEYS Tcounty [(uacal TotHer
21 REFEREMCES—HISTORICAL REFERENCES, FERSONAL CONTACTS, AND/OR OTHER

Anonymous:

E.R. Robinson:

One Hundred Years of Brewing, 1903.

Robinson's Atlas of the City of Chicago, Illincis, vol. 2, 1886.

Building Permit: #1904, September 18, 1878; July 25, 1946.

22 INVENTORIED BY

Charles E. Gregersen

AFFILIATION »P. I -?- CATE

June 24, 1983




